
 
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 
 
Petition Number: PE1209
 
Main Petitioner: AJ Morton on behalf of the Secret History Project 
  
Subject: Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to take all 
necessary action to protect Robert the Bruce's castle gardens in Ayrshire.   
 
Background 
 
The petitioner appears to be referring to land situated in Bourtreehill near 
Irvine. The local history department in Irvine public library could not locate any 
reference to a castle held by Robert the Bruce in Ayrshire. Similarly there are 
no gardens.  
 
The history of this land is complex with conflicting historical evidence. Robert 
the Bruce did receive the property of Bourtree-Hills when it was forfeited by 
the absent landlords who had supported Bailiol’s unsuccessful claim to the 
Scottish throne. Bruce appears to have immediately bestowed the land to 
other people, namely Roger de Blair, or Alan of Blair, for a peppercorn rent. 
 
Bourtreehill is now the site of a housing estate with a wood adjacent to playing 
fields. 
 
North Ayrshire Council has no record of Bourtreehill gardens or woods. They 
were not aware of any woodland with a specific connection with Robert the 
Bruce. They do have an urban woodland project and a North Ayrshire Council 
urban woodlands management plan 2006 to 2011 which states: 
 

Within the Irvine and Kilwinning area a large proportion of the woodlands 
were inherited on reorganisation in 1996 … Prior to the development of this 
plan, the Council had very little information on these woodlands and their 
condition or levels of usage. 

 
The report also lists  
 

A number of the woodlands contain sites of cultural and archaeological 
interest identified by the West of Scotland Archaeological Service (WOSAS). 
These sites should be recognised within any interpretation for the woodlands  

 
The sites identified by WOSAS do not include a Bourtreehill wood. 
 
Scottish Executive Action 
 
There has been no direct activity by the Government.  
 
 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1209.htm


 

Scottish Parliament Action 
 
They have been no motions or parliamentary questions laid. 
 
 
Francesca McGrath 
Senior Research Specialist 
15 October 2008 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings with 
petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments on any 
petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is correct at 
the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these briefings are not 
necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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